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AUSTRALIAN WATER POLO INC 
SANCTIONING OF TOURNAMENTS POLICY

PURPOSE

Sanctioning of a Water Polo event, activity and or tour is a requirement of Australian 

Water Polo Incorporated (AWPI) and its members are obliged to uphold this protocol and provide and administer similar procedures for the sport of Water Polo within their jurisdiction.

Event, activity and tour sanction provides:

· regulation and protection of members and Water Polo as a sport;

· Insurance protection (as outlined in the AWPI’s National insurance scheme);

· Recognition and authorisation of water polo events, activities and touring parties; and

· A cohesive approach to coordinating water polo throughout Australia.

WHAT NEEDS TO BE SANCTIONED?

Members, Associations and or Clubs wishing to develop and implement any Water Polo tournament or training/competition program that requires interstate or international negotiation and travel must receive written event/activity sanction from AWPI prior to any Water Polo activity occurring.

Members, Associations and or Clubs wishing to develop and implement any Water Polo tournament or training/competition program that requires intrastate negotiation and travel must receive written event/activity sanction from the Member State prior to any Water Polo activity occurring.

This is not to discourage Members, Associations and or Clubs from developing concepts or creative program planning. However it must be clearly understood that for all events to receive sanctioning they must meet certain criteria, including that:

· They do not conflict with existing scheduled activities, programs or events;

· They compliment or can be incorporated into the AWPI’s or State’s strategic planning framework

· They receive the sanction of the appropriate national and international bodies;

· They demonstrate a feasible and practical method of program implementation.

Other criteria may need to be satisfied from time to time depending upon the nature of the activity.

WHY SANCTION EVENTS, ACTIVITIES AND TOURS?
1. Insurance

If a team or athlete participates in an unsanctioned event or activity, insurance cover may not be provided under the AWPI’s National Insurance Scheme. This potentially exposes the team or athlete and the event or activity organisers to claims. The same may apply for a team or athlete travelling without official tour sanction.

2. Protection of member programs

The sanction process ensures that events and activities are held with due respect for local, state, national and international objectives for the sport. This includes adherence to any member benefit programs which may be in place from time to time and recognition of participation guidelines (i.e., prohibiting participation of players, coaches and support staff that are undergoing bans in local, state or national framework).

3. Standards

Officiating standards are upheld through sanctioning whereby only accredited referees may be used in events and activities.

4. Detrimental activities

To protect the integrity of Australian Water Polo and or Member States both here and abroad, groups undertaking activities judged to be detrimental to the interests of Australian Water Polo and or Member States will not be given sanction through this process.

5. Communication

The Australian Water Polo and Member States as the peak bodies for the sport should be kept informed of all activities pertaining to its members. This assists Australian Water Polo and Member States in their day-to-day management of the sport.

6.
Benefits

Should Australian Water Polo and or Member States see a particular benefit through the sanctioned event or program, further assistance may be available through financial or manpower resources to assist the project.

HOW TO APPLY FOR EVENT, ACTIVITY OR TOUR SANCTION?
1. Event and Activity Sanction.

1.1 Local participation only

For events and activities involving local participation only (i.e., players from within own state):

a) Forward State Water Polo body a letter outlining your intentions for the event / activity

b) Receive formal written response back from State Water Polo body approving the event

c) Advise all participating teams of the need to be registered with State Water Polo body

d) Ensure all Referees are accredited under the NCOP.

1.2 Interstate participation

a) Notify State Water Polo body of your intentions to negotiate with another State by way of a formal letter outlining your intentions for the event/activity

b) Advise all interstate participating teams of the needs to seek their own State approval to compete

c) Seek sanctioning from AWPI for the event / activity through AWPI and State Water Polo body (NOTE: The event or activity cannot proceed until such time as the approval letter has been received by the applicant).

1.3 International participation

a) Notify AWPI and State Water Polo body of your intentions to negotiate with another country by way of a formal letter outlining your intentions for the event / activity.

b) Seek sanctioning from AWPI for the event / activity through AWPI and State Water Polo body (NOTE: The event or activity cannot proceed until such time as the approval letter has been received by the applicant).

c) Advise international teams of their requirement to seek sanctioning from their own National federation and the AWPI.
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